Historic Village of Marshallton Civic Association

Meeting Minutes March 12, 2009

Betty Tull called the meeting to order at 7:07 PM.

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Special Guests were:
Councilman Joseph Reda, New Castle County Council, 1st District




Mrs. Mary Grace Novak, Planner, New Castle County Dept. of Land Use

The January meeting minutes were accepted as reported.  The February meeting minutes were provided as a handout with one correction noted:  Senator Sokola advised the group that there was a $600 million shortfall in the budget.  The Senator sent his regrets that he could not attend the March meeting as he was needed at a meeting for the House and Senate Education Chairs.  He noted he would be hosting a coffee at Dunkin Donuts on Limestone & McKennan’s Church Rds., Sunday, March 15 from 1:00 PM – 2:30 PM.

Denis Hehman read a treasury report.  Ed Baum made a motion to accept the report.  Sue Reamer seconded the motion.  All accepted and the motion was carried.  The report dated 02/11/09 – 03/11/09 was as follows:

Beginning Balance:



$2,760.44

Credits:




     295.00 (Dues)







     155.00 (Dues)

Debits:





       40.23 (DPL)

Ending Balance:



$3,170.21

Denis introduced Suzanne Landi and her son Chris.  They contacted the civic association because they were concerned about the house at 3601 Old Capitol Trail.  Chris first spotted the house from the Hunter’s Den and has been following the progress of its rapid decline.  As someone who restores old houses, he was alarmed that vandals had broken in repeatedly and the building was never resecured.  The Landi’s contacted the owners, Zeccola Builders, who did not entertain their concerns.  Chris then contacted the civic association through the web site and his letter was forwarded to our legislators.

Civic representatives first met with representatives of Zeccola Builders at the site on July 26, 2006.  At that time, the civic association was assured that the house would be restored while flexible storage was built around it.  That development plan never came to fruition and the house has since fallen into disrepair.  Because of the Landi’s inquiries, Betty Tull renewed calls to the Zeccola’s, police, and legislators.  One idea that Senator Sokola liked was the possibility of getting a corporation like Foulk Manor to use the site as a nursing facility.

Betty also talked with Erik Schramm of Rep. Bob Gilligan’s office.  As a result of that conversation, some prisoners were enlisted to perform some road clean up along that stretch of Old Capitol Trail.  She would also like to see the same service used on Greenbank Road from Kirkwood Highway to Duncan Road.  There was some discussion about the community getting together to help Mr. Flynn clean up his property.

Mary Grace Novak reported that she attended Councilman Bells listening campaign meeting.  Some in the audience were concerned that Code Enforcement had developed “instant ticketing” merely to help the budget shortfall.  A courtesy letter is actually sent out beforehand, so the property owner is given a chance to comply before being ticketed.  There is also a very specific list if violations that apply to instant ticketing.

Mary Grace then asked for questions anyone may have regarding the planning concepts presented last month by Peter & Shane Johnston.  Nancy Leager expressed concern over a lack of open space and its impact on wildlife.  Mary Grace stated that the Dept. of Land Use believes that development will happen so it is best to develop in a planned manner.

Once again the Ametek property was discussed.  Bob Grabowski noted that 1/3 of the stimulus monies received are obligated to be spent on parkland.  Mary Grace submitted that the current level of stimulus must be spent on shovel ready projects that can commence within 90 days.  There is still no plan for Ametek because there is no authority to plan for it.  On a positive note, Marshallton’s Transportation Enhancement project should begin in the fall of 2009 and be completed in the spring of 2010.

With regard to the Hometown Overlay, Mary Grace targets an introduction in June or July.  Then there would be a public hearing, followed by a Planning Board review, and then finally (October?) the Overlay would be sent to County Council.  Bill Franey, President of MLCA, advised Bob to ask for a copy of the working draft.  Mary Grace said that one would be available once it is legible and coherent.

Bob asked Mary Grace if the County would afford another mass mailing to residents about the public hearing.  She said that was not possible, but that they could make copies if we chose to distribute them.  Denis Hehman wondered if the civic association should pay for the mailing.  In the meantime, Kelley Connell will use the e-mail distribution list to advise residents of the April 18th cleanup and the June flea market.

Bob reported that the #155 bridge cannot be power washed but it could be painted with anti-graffiti paint.  A hand vote showed no objection from the community.

Councilman Reda took the floor and delivered a police report:  There were no code issues reported.  In Marshallton Heights there was 1 criminal mischief, 2 domestics, 3 traffic stops, 2 vehicle theft recoveries, and 1 suspicious vehicle.  In Marshallton there were 11 calls for service including accidents and alarms.  There was 1 robbery with an unlocked door, 1 disorderly conduct, 1 report of fraud, and 1 harassment charge (the daughter did it).

Councilman Reda reports that graffiti is picking back up.  People had not been calling the tip line.  There were 3 calls last month and 40 last week.  The number to call is 571-7332.  There is no e-mail address for the tip line yet.  In the Kiamensi area, some kids painting graffiti have also smashed windows.  The meeting he wants to arrange with Stanton business owners has not yet taken place.

The councilman will follow through with the reports submitted earlier regarding 3601 Old Capitol Trail.  He also notes that the instant ticketing program will be enhanced.  If a county resident needs to work on their car in their yard, they will be able to get a permit.  Otherwise it is a violation to do so.

The contractor-licensing program will also be amended.  General contractors and mechanical contractors will pay the same rate but the State will set other rates for non-general contractors.

A motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:07 PM was nominated by Scot Sauer and seconded by Sue Reamer.

Future Meeting Dates for 2009 are the 2nd Thursday of each month at Mill Creek Fire Co. @ 7 PM:

May 14th, June 11th, July 9th, August 13th, September 10th, October 08th, and November 12th.  There will be no December meeting.  We will meet to light the Christmas Tree on Saturday, December 05th @ 3 PM.
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