Historic Village of Marshallton Civic Association

Meeting Minutes January 08, 2009
Betty Tull called the meeting to order at 7:07 PM.

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Ed Baum noted that all who have served in the armed forces might salute the flag (rather than place their hand on their heart) even if they are retired and out of uniform.

Special Guests were:
Mary Grace Novak, Planner, New Castle County Dept. of Land Use




New County Council Councilman Joseph M. Reda, 1st District




William Dunn, Vice President, Milltown Limestone Civic Alliance

The November Meeting Minutes were provided as a handout.  There were no questions or corrections on the October minutes.  Betty Tull declared that the October minutes stand as approved.  Denis Hehman read a Treasury Report dated 11/14/08 – 01/07/09:

Beginning Balance:


$3,123.77

Credits:



       15.00 (Dues)

Debits:




  - 100.00 (Tree Lighting Refreshments)

              -   10.35 (DPL)

Ending Balance:


$3,028.42

Sherry Flocco nominated a motion to accept the Treasury Report.  Ed Baum seconded the motion.

New Business:

*Betty Tull reported that Big D’s Pizza donated four pizzas for our Tree Lighting.  The Civic Association bought four more and juice.

*Delaware National Bank has completed its renovations and called to let Betty know the signature card for the safe deposit box was needed in their office.

*The new trailer on Jackson Avenue is 80’ long.  Betty has spoken with the contractor and the County Compliance Officer.  The foundation is about to be poured and the work is progressing up to code.

*The Civic Association will begin mailing a newsletter twice per year and are looking for volunteers who may want to add to it.  The first newsletter will call for 2009 dues.  Betty has received a quote from Minuteman Press who will prepare 700 newsletters for $922.00 per year.  Interested contributors should contact Betty as soon as possible.

*Betty will be speaking to Gordon Wesley about lining up non-violent prisoners to clean Old Capitol Trail from the Hunter’s Den to Ametek.

*Betty will be speaking to Erik Schramm of Bob Gilligan’s office about lighting.

*Betty has spoken to Andrew Simoff who would be happy to engage in a project to spruce up his property along Greenbank Road.  The business along Old Capitol Trail own the open land leading to the Greenbank cul-de-sac.

*Betty & Bob Grabowski have noticed that a sign prohibiting trucks over 5,000 lbs. is no longer posted on New Street and are concerned about traffic from Events Unlimited and contractors who may drop nails and such.

*Betty notes special kudos are in order for Denis, Jeff Seemans, and Jack Ford for their beautification efforts at the Christmas Tree site.

Ametek Update:

Demolition has begun.  Bob spoke with the workers who didn’t know if the smoke stack would be imploded or taken down manually.  They told him the decision is ultimately up to the county.  Betty read a letter from Mark Shurer of Ametek who stated that concrete and brick would be used for fill at the site.  The footprint will be virtually even but sloped toward the creek.  The 18” rule stating that concrete slabs must be removed and replaced by 18” of soil has been reinstated as of January 01, 2009 (Thank You, Councilman Reda).  However, we will still be left with some slabs at the site because of timing with the demo application.  Mr. Shurer has promised that trees will be planted along Newport Road to at least hide the eyesore.

Councilman Reda took the floor and delivered a crime report for activity November 2008 to January 2009.  In Marshallton there were 22 calls for service.  There were 8 calls in Marshallton Heights and 5 in Marshallton Green.  The crimes consisted of domestic disputes, follow ups, property checks, public relations and 1 missing person.

Because of the budget shortfall, the County has reduced the annual picnic grant allowances from $2,500.00 to $1,500.00.  The County is also looking to close small parks to save money and is no longer supporting the therapeutic riding program at Carousel Park.  Every department in the County will be working on 90% of their budget.  Since the State will not perform a reassessment, the County will be forced to raise tax rates again.  Christopher Coons has said Reserve funds will likely run out in 2010.  To make that up, property taxes must be increased by 50%.  In New Castle County, the average homeowner’s tax would increase from $400.00 to $600.00 annually.

Bill Dunn complimented Bob Grabowski & Denis Hehman for their tireless work on Historical issues.  Before Christmas, Bill had asked Bob & Denis if they would speak at the Historical Review Board hearing for a house on Kiamensi Road.  Thanks to their comments, the Board of Adjustments rejected the subdivision plan.

The Election of Officers and the Board of Directors for 2009 was then conducted.  The Board of Directors consists of the four civic officers and three additional members.  The results of the election are as follows:

For the Office of President, Denis Hehman nominated Betty Tull.  David Leager seconded the nomination.

  There were no other nominations for President.  A motion to close the nominations was unanimous.

For the Office of Vice President, Betty Tull nominated Bob Grabowski.  Rick Downes seconded the nomination.  There were no other nominations for Vice President.  A motion to close the nominations was unanimous.

For the Office of Secretary, Sue Reamer nominated Kelley Connell.  Ed Baum seconded the nomination.

  There were no other nominations for Secretary.  A motion to close the nominations was unanimous.

For the Office of Treasurer, Sue Reamer nominated Denis Hehman.  Michael Flocco seconded the

  nomination.  There were no other nominations for Treasurer.  A motion to close the nominations was   unanimous.

The additional members of the 2009 Board of Directors are:

*Ed Baum, nominated by Bob Grabowski and seconded by Rick Downes.

*Rick Downes, nominated by Ed Baum and seconded by Sue Reamer.

*Sherry Flocco, nominated by Janice Robinson and seconded by Rick Downes.

Mary Grace Novak took the floor to discuss the Marshallton community planning effort.  Peter Johnston has completed conceptual plans for the Clover Leaf Trailer Park and the area behind the Groves Adult School.  With regard to the zoning regulations that would be a part of the Hometown Overlay, it is important for homeowners to remember that they will always have the right to develop their property according to UDC code.  A Hometown Overlay just might make it harder to get a variance if those plans were in conflict with the overlay.  The establishment of a Hometown Overlay also cannot be used to control uses of properties.

A rough draft of the Hometown Overlay will be presented at the February meeting.  There will be a question & answer session at the March meeting, followed by the presentation of the final draft in April.  That draft should be on the county website by May.  Mary Grace is aiming for a June Planning Board meeting.  Councilman Reda will seek a consensus of opinion from residents before taking the plan to council.  The county will notify residents before a public hearing.

Mary Grace also advised the audience that Marshallton would be on WILMAPCO’s list to develop walkability plans.  She will fill out an application for us to request a community workshop to identify pedestrian goals and objectives.

A motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 PM was nominated by Ed Baum and seconded by Rick Downes.

Future Meeting Dates for 2009 are the 2nd Thursday of each month at Mill Creek Fire Co. @ 7 PM:

February 12th, March 12th, April 9th, May 14th, June 11th, July 9th, August 13th, September 10th, October 08th, and November 12th.  There will be no December meeting.  We will meet to light the Christmas Tree on Saturday, December 05th @ 3 PM.

Officer/Board Contact Info:

Betty Tull, President


995-2745

ishfish2@juno.com
Bob Grabowski, Vice President
996-0242

rtgrabowski@comcast.net
Denis Hehman, Treasurer

994-6659

dlh1218@comcast.net
Kelley Connell, Secretary

999-1239

ktoad@verizon.net
Board of Directors:

Ed Baum



994-1757

ed1101baum@verizon.net
Rick Downes



999-9804

downespaula@yahoo.com

Sherry Flocco



994-2868

cflocco@mail.com
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