Historic Village of Marshallton Civic Association

Meeting Minutes February 12, 2009
Betty Tull called the meeting to order at 7:15 PM.

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Special Guests were:
Mrs. Mary Grace Novak, Planner, New Castle County Dept. of Land Use




Mr. Peter Johnston, Community Planner, Peter Johnston & Assoc., Easton, MD




Mr. Shane Johnston, Peter Johnston & Assoc., Easton, MD




Mr. Bill Franey, President, Milltown Limestone Civic Alliance (MLCA)




Mr. Bill Dunn, Vice-President, Milltown Limestone Civic Alliance (MLCA)




CPL Robert Browning, New Castle County Police




Councilman Joseph Reda, New Castle County, 1st District




Senator David Sokola, State of Delaware, 8th District

Betty Tull thanked Mary Grace Novak for all her hard work on our behalf.  Also thanks are in order to Denis Hehman & Bob Grabowski for the fantastic newsletter they put together for the community.  The newsletter was also hand delivered to residents by volunteers Denis, Bob, Carole Grabowski, Jeff Seemans, Sterling Seemans, Beverly Seemans, Jack Ford, and Michael & Sherry Flocco.  700 newsletters were printed and delivered as well as about 25 each that were available at Delaware National Bank, Shear Chalet, and the Barber Shop.  Thank you local vendors!

The January Meeting Minutes were provided as a handout.  There were no questions or corrections on the November minutes.  Betty Tull declared that the November minutes stand as approved.  Denis Hehman read a Treasury Report dated 01/07/09 – 02/11/09:

Beginning Balance:


$3,028.42

Credits:



     120.00 (Dues)

Debits:




  - 186.24 (Newsletter printing)

                                                              - 118.15 (Dover post)

-   59.00 (Betty Tull)

              -   24.59 (DPL)

Ending Balance:


$2,760.44

Catherine Jenkins nominated a motion to accept the Treasury Report.  Cora Boys seconded the motion.

Councilman Reda delivered a County Code Enforcement Report.  There had been only one violation in Marshallton since the last report.  The Councilman states that “Instant Ticketing” is working and people are complying with the rules, as evidenced by a decrease in fines.  Councilman Reda noted that he is not in agreement with the proposed tax increase that is currently on the table.

Betty informed the group that a representative from Kiamensi Gardens called Marshallton United Methodist Church to inquire about using space at the church for a meeting on vandalism.  Betty would like to arrange a large meeting with COL Gregory, Chief of New Castle County Police, and residents from Stanton, Kiamensi Gardens, and Marshallton.  Councilman Reda notes that he is already setting up a meeting between Stanton businesses and the police and the Attorney General’s office.  He will do the same for Marshallton at a later date.

The floor was handed to Mary Grace Novak who began by re-introducing Peter Johnston and his son Shane.  Mr. Johnston has been working since March 2007 on conceptual designs for redevelopment in Marshallton.  Mary Grace and Peter have conducted workshops to collect ideas, compiled the information gathered to produce reports, and drafted design guidelines for the Marshallton Village Community Plan.  That draft was presented to the audience as a slide show presentation (please see attached PDF file).

The design guidelines are not applicable to the businesses on Kirkwood Highway because they are not located within the Village area and they have signage needs/requirements.  The design guidelines also do not legislate uses for retail spaces (e.g. adult stores).  The Design Review Advisory Committee (DRAC) will be advisory only.  The guidelines will not be laws like the Unified Development Code (UDC) is.  The guidelines do not legislate rentals either, but they recognize patterns which new housing will follow to be compliant with existing structures.

Bill Dunn asked if the DRAC would have enough teeth to tell the Board of Adjustments (BOA) how to rule.  Councilman Reda submitted that the BOA does not have to listen to a DRAC – Sometimes they don’t even listen to the Dept. of Land Use.  Mary Grace supplied that there is more strength in having a Hometown Overlay, but it does not equate to control.  It is a tool to help the BOA understand what has gone into preparing the guidelines and how important they are to residents.

Bob asked Mary Grace if a list of historic properties could be included in the guidelines.  Known historic resources could probably be incorporated, but Bill Franey advises that the community will still have to continually work with the Historic Review Board (HRB).

Jeff Seemans asked if, say, a community objective to strengthen and improve the old commercial district of Marshallton could be included in the guidelines.  As per Mary Grace, there will be signage guidelines within the Village district pertaining to size, scale, colors, materials, and brightness.  Peter Johnston points out that franchise architecture would not be appropriate, but reminds that since the guidelines do not apply to uses, a sign could still advertise an adult store.

When the County Dept. of Land Use posts the guidelines on their website, a link to that site will be included in the meeting minutes.  Meanwhile, a question & answer session is scheduled for the March meeting and a final draft will be presented in April.

CPL Browning delivered a crime report dated Jan. 08, 2009 to today:  There were 52 calls for service in Marshallton, Marshallton Heights, and Marshallton Green.  This number represents a decline in activity.  There were 15 reports written and 5 arrests made.  The #1 call for service remains domestic disputes.  There was one arrest for criminal mischief (hurtful words painted on a car), and one traffic stop where marijuana was found.  The TAC unit is still monitoring Old Capitol Trail for 4-5 hrs. on the weekends.

The State Police have recently arrested three individuals they believe are responsible for a lot of Kirkwood Highway graffiti.  The Graffiti Tip Line is not being used.  There are an average of 3 calls per month to the tip line and if it is not used, it will not be manned (continued).  The Graffiti Tip Line # is 571-7332.  The police Non-Emergency # is 573-2800.

Senator Sokola took the floor and reported that the U.S. Senate vetoed $314 million the U.S. House wanted to give Delaware.  Most of that would have gone to Medicaid to keep hospitals from closing.  Medicaid is not a direct stimulus, but it helps to keep other businesses from going under (like small clinics).  Delaware is now anticipating about half of the $314 million.

The Senator advises that there is a $6 million shortfall in the budget.  To put the amount in context, since the average salary for a State employee is $62,000 annually, that number amounts to 10,000 employees.  The Senate will be back in session on March 17th.

Betty thanked Bill Franey, Bill Dunn, and Lee Hoffman of MLCA for their sponsorship of and support for our civic association.  MLCA is a civic alliance group for 124 communities from Pike Creek to I-95.  They work with legislators and law enforcement to address community concerns.  Sometimes communities need the support of a larger entity to meet their objectives, and we are thankful for MLCA’s help.

The meeting was adjourned the meeting at 9:02 PM.

Future Meeting Dates for 2009 are the 2nd Thursday of each month at Mill Creek Fire Co. @ 7 PM:

March 12th, April 9th, May 14th, June 11th, July 9th, August 13th, September 10th, October 08th, and November 12th.  There will be no December meeting.  We will meet to light the Christmas Tree on Saturday, December 05th @ 3 PM.
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